
What is a Hate Crime? Examples of hate incidents: 

A hate crime is any criminal act or 
attempted act directed against a 
person(s) -- based on the victim's actual 
or perceived race, nationality, religion, 
sexual orientation, disability or gender - 
that causes injury to the victim(s) or 
damage to property, or threatens the 
victim(s) enough that the act causes 
fear of physical harm to the victim or 
property. 

A hate crime in Washington State 
falls under Malicious Harassment laws 
(RCW 9A.36.080). 

A person is guilty of malicious 
harassment if he/she malic ious ly  
and intentionally  commits  one of the 
following acts because of his/her 
perception of the victim's race, color, 
religion, ancestry, national origin, gender, 
sexual orientation, or mental, physical, or 
sensory handicap. 

a) Causes physical injury to the 
victim or another person; 

b) Causes physical damage to or 
destruction of the property of the 
victim or another person; or 

c) Threatens a specific person or 
group and places that person or group in 
reasonable fear of harm to person or 
property. That fear must be a fear 
that a reasonable person ( in the  
iden t i fi ed  gro ups)  wou ld  have 
under all circumstances. Words 

alone do not constitute malicious 
harassment unless the context or 
circumstances surrounding the words 
indicate the words are a threat. 

Examples of hate crimes: 

 Acts that result in injury or death. - 
You are called a "Chink" or "Chinaman," 
and assaulted and injured (even slightly) 
or killed. 

 Threats of violence. 
-  Someone says or wr ites to you 
that they hate Chinese or Asians and 
would like to beat you or kill you or them. 

 Acts that result in property 
damage. - Someone burns a cross 
on your property 

What is a Hate Incident? 
What is the difference 

between a hate incident 
and hate crime? 

Hate incidents are similar to hate 
crimes in that the act is directed against 
a person(s) based on the victim's actual 
or perceived race, nationality, religion, 
sexual orientation or disability. The 
difference between a hate crime and hate 
incident is that a hate incident is a non-
criminal act. 

 Offensive jokes or name calling 
without the threat of violence. 
- Someone uses the word "Chinamen" 
or "gook" or calls you "Chink." 

 Posting racial slurs or displaying 
hate material that does not result in 
property damage. 
- Someone places signs that say, 
"Chinks go home" on an office 
building. 

What you should do if you 
are a victim of a hate crime 

or if you witness a hate 
crime. 

 If you are injured, call 911 or get 
medical assistance. 

 Report the cr ime to the police by 
calling 911 or go to your neighborhood 
police station, and explain that you are a 
victim of a hate crime. 

 Tell and document the hate crime 
in detail. If you can, give the officer 
the exact wording of what was said. If 
there were witnesses, point them out 
to the police. Photograph and maintain 
evidence of the crime. Write down the 
facts. Obtain a copy of the police report 
for your records. 

 Alert organizations such as the 
Organization of Chinese Americans, 
who deal with hate crimes. 



 Alert your local County Prosecutor. In 
Washington State, the County 
Prosecutor is responsible for 
prosecuting hate crimes (i.e. malicious 
harassment). 

Why it is important to 
report hate crimes. 

 Informs public officials and police 
of the scope of the problem. 

 Reinforces the notion that hate 
crimes are not to be dismissed as 
"pranks" or "jokes." 

 Underlies the need for stronger 
hate crime laws and penalties. 

 Not reporting hate crimes increases 
the attackers' belief that they can 
continue to commit them. 

 Not reporting hate crimes belies 
the actual scope of such crimes. 

Support hate-crime victims. 

Hate crime victims can experience 
emotional trauma, resulting in fear, 
degradation and personal violation. 
Support hate-crime victims and let them 
know you care and that they are not 
alone. 

What you can do to prevent 
hate crimes. 

 Report hate crimes to the police 
and groups such as the Organization of 
Chinese Americans. 
 Support victims of hate crimes. 
 Speak up against hate crimes. 
 Help educate and mobilize the 

community against hate. 
 Work with the police department to 

arrest perpetuators. 
 Notify your family, cultural, and 

social groups. 

 

The Organization of Chinese Americans is 
a national civil rights organization. 

The Greater Seattle Chapter is one of 50 
across the country. 
www.ocaseattle.orgwww.ocaseattle.org 
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